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A LETTER FROM ALEJANDRA
INTRODUCTION INTO ORGANIZING

College Democrats,
 

Over the next year each of us will take part in the ever-
growing movement to reelect our President. For the past 
three years he has been our advocate in every sense of the 
word and now it’s our turn to have his back. On November 
2nd the Obama campaign will launch its youth outreach
efforts and we want to call on all College Democrats to use 
this day as a launch for your chapter’s commitment to the 
reelection. This guide contains the information and ideas to 
begin your 2012 organizing efforts. We believe the theme 
of your efforts can focus on the President’s current fight for 
the American Jobs Act and his reelection. Read through this 
guide, organize with your peers, and make sure to let us know 
how you’re making a difference on your campus and
community!

 
Democratically yours,

Alejandra C. Salinas
President, College Democrats of America



THE AMERICAN JOBS ACT
& YOUNG PEOPLE

 Recognizing the impact the AJA will have on young people, the Demo-
cratic National Committee has created a user-friendly website about the bill, 
including a special section on how it will help students and youth in the work-
force! You’ll also learn how to advocate for the President’s agend and tell Con-
gress to #passthebill. Check out their useful tool here: http://www.americanjo-
bsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html.

Here are a couple highlights. Students, the President, and the AJA truly are 
#greatertogether.

● Help young workers keep more of what they earn: By extending the 
payroll tax cut next year, the President’s plan will help increase the paychecks 
of 45.5 million young people in the workforce, providing them with more mon-
ey to support their families and spend in their communities.

● Revitalize neighborhoods, schools, and infrastructure—including in our 
hardest-hit communities: By investing $25 billion in school infrastructure, the 
President’s plan will modernize at least 35,000 public schools and modernize 
classrooms for the 21st century.

● Like all of the measures in the AJA, these initiatives will be fully paid for 
as part of the President’s long-term deficit reduction plan. The President’s 
detailed deficit reduction plan will pay for every penny of the American Jobs 
Act.

Learn more at www.AmericanJobsAct.com!



GREATER TOGETHER
THE 2012 OBAMA CAMPAIGN AND YOU

 The 2012 reelection of President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe 
Biden is quickly approaching.  Many of us got our first start in politics by reg-
istering voters or making phone calls for Barack Obama in 2008.  Some of 
us got our start in politics by advocating for the President’s agenda in 2009 
and 2010 by spreading the word about health care reform and organizing our 
peers around the President’s agenda.  Now in 2011, College Democrats from 
across the country have been preparing ourselves for one of the biggest elec-
tions in our country’s history.  Next year, Republicans and Tea Partiers will be 
hard at work to defeat our President and all the progress we have made over 
the past few years.  They want to repeal health care reform, strip worker’s of 
their collective bargining rights, and make it harder for students to attend col-
lege.

 College Democrats across the country are asking the same questions - 
how do we get involved with the President’s reelection campaign?  What is 
our role in the President’s campaign?  What can we do?  

 The answer is simple - join College Democrats and Obama for America 
in the campaign’s youth initiative - Greater Together.  This is going to be the 
youth arm of the President’s reelection efforts.  Greater Together is going to 
be a youth movement with the full support of Obama for America and College 
Democrats of America.  We are going to make sure that students have the 
resources they need in order to successfully organize in support of the Presi-
dent and his agenda beginning now.  College Democrats and the Obama for 
America campaign can do great things together.  We are greater together.



LET’S GET ORGANIZED
CDA DAY OF ACTION - NOVEMBER 2ND

AMERICAN JOBS ACT QUIZ AND TALKING POINTS

 When students know how the AJA helps them and their families, they remember how im-
portant it is to fight for the President’s reelection, and to tell Congress to #passthebill. But too few 
students know what the AJA will actually do for them.

 Use our quiz to see which College Dem knows the most about the AJA. The truth will moti-
vate them to join your Day of Action!
 
 Paul Ryan says that students should work three jobs to pay for our education, but the un-
employed across the country are struggling to find just one. Does the American Jobs Act extend 
unemployment insurance? If so, how many people would benefit from the extension if Republi-
cans #passthebill?
 Yes—and because of the AJA, 6.1 million will not lose their unemployment insurance benefits! 
(http://www.americanjobsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-low-income-families.html)
 Although Paul Ryan wants us to work three jobs, he refuses to back a bill that will make it 
easier for us to find them this summer. How much does the Pathways Back to Work Fund invest 
in summer job programs for low-income youth?
 The Pathways Back to Work Fund invests $1.5 billion in summer job programs! (http://www.
americanjobsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html)
 The American Jobs Act would extend the payroll tax cut. How many young people will see 
their checks increased?
 45.5 million young people in the workforce will see their checks increased. (http://www.
americanjobsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html)
 Importantly, the AJA also invests in community colleges across America. How much will 
be invested if Republicans #passthebill?
 $5 billion. Community Colleges will really benefit if Republicans #passthebill! (http://www.
americanjobsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html)
 How much will the AJA invest in school infrastructure? How many schools will benefit 
from the bill?
 $25 billion—to benefit at least 35,000 schools! (http://www.americanjobsact.com/what-the-
jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html)
  Up to how many teacher layoffs will the American Jobs Act prevent?
 280,000! (10-20: http://twitter.com/#!/BarackObama)
  But won’t this bill contribute to the deficit?!
 These initiatives “will be fully paid for as part of the President’s long-term deficit reduction 
plan. The President’s detailed deficit reduction plan will pay for every penny of the American Jobs 
Act!” (http://www.americanjobsact.com/what-the-jobs-act-means-for-young-people.html)
  The President tried to pass an important part of the jobs bill this week—to prevent layoffs 
of teachers, cops, and firefighters. How many Senate Republicans filibustered this important 
legislation?
 That’s right, you guessed it! All of them. (10-21: http://twitter.com/#!/BarackObama)
  When is the next presidential election? And when should we start organizing?
 The election is only one year away—on November 6, 2012! As students, we should be orga-
nizing on our campuses NOW!
 What Website can students use to learn more?
 http://www.americanjobsact.com
 

Now that you know the truth, tell Republicans in Congress #wecantwait!



WE’VE GOT HIS BACK:
SUPPORTING THE PRESIDENT ON YOUR CAMPUS

 As we launch our yearlong efforts to reelect the President on your col-
lege campus, we encourage you to think outside the box for creative ways to 
get fellow students engaged. Below are some ideas for our Day of Action:

 Tabling on Campus: As you organize materials for your table on campus 
make sure to include OFA pledge cards and informational sheets about the 
American Jobs Act. Try to incorporate unique items such as candy grams con-
taining relevant facts about the American Jobs Act.  Print out small strips of 
paper with facts about the American Jobs Act on them and tie them to pieces 
of candy.  Students are getting informed while getting a treat!

 Trivia Game: Host an impromptu trivia game about the myths and facts 
of the American Jobs Act in your campus center. Give out prizes such as 
Obama chum that you can collect from your local OFA office.

 Photo Booth: With a white board and a smile, your peers can share the 
issues that matter most to them. Whether you’re using a smart phone or cam-
era, photograph students posing with a white board in which they identify the 
issue that will bring them to the polls in 2012. By posting the photos on your 
social media sites, you can build exposure for your online presence by driving 
students to the sites.

 Dorm Storming: Walk through residence halls or nearby student housing 
and drop informational quarter sheets about the American Jobs Act. A snack 
in hand can make the process better for all those involved!

 Promotion: Be creative as you get the word out about your events and 
the American Jobs Act. Design elaborate posters, flyer across campus, or 
write messages on the ground with sidewalk chalk. Think about what draws 
your attention on campus and utilize it for your chapter!



SHAPE OUR PATH TO VICTORY:
GETTING OUT THE VOTE

 Students across the country are organizing and rallying against the 
harmful, unfair policies and the leaders that are implementing them.  Right 
now, there are local elections for Mayor, City Council, County Commission, and 
more happening in many states across the country.  One of the best ways you 
can help the President in 2012 is to help elect Democrats to local office.  These 
local Democratic elected officials are key in assisting as surrogates, campaign 
leaders, and ensuring local support for the President.  If there is a local elec-
tion going on in your area this November, it’s not too late to help get out the 
vote for these Democrats!  Here are some creative ways how:

 Get Out The Vote Cookouts: What’s the best way to get students moti-
vated and ready to vote?  Food, of course!  Get your chapter together, find a 
busy spot on campus or near a dorm, and bring food!  Many campuses have 
policies where students can bring grills or use the grills near picnic type areas 
on campus.  You can even work with your school’s fraternities and sororities 
and bring the cookout to the Greek houses!  Your chapter can either purchase 
the food and, if someone if your chapter is a specifically good cook, grill up 
some hot dogs for students, talk to them about local Democratic candidates, 
then give them a ride to the polls to vote!  Other ways to make it creative:  in-
vite the local candidates to participate, decorate your cookout site with patri-
otic plates, cups, and balloons, and play some great music!

 Voting Can Be Sooo Sweet!: Want to organize around food but want 
something sweeter?  Get your chapter together to make cookies, cupcakes, 
brownies, rice krispie treats, and other sweet snacks!  Use red and blue food 
coloring, sprinkles, and candies to decorate your sweet treats in fun ways.  
Maybe even put little American flags on top of the cupcakes and wrap the 
cookies with blue and red ribbon.  All of these are just simple ways to get stu-
dents attention and give you the chance to talk to them about voting while 
handing out something they’ll love.  Print out flyers, gather campaign litera-
ture, and make posters with information about where students can vote.  Put 
it all together on table in a busy part of campus - maybe your Student Union 
or outside a popular academic building!



 Trip to the Polls:  Lots of students who live on campus might not have 
their car on campus or don’t really use public transportation.  Organize a trip 
to the polls for students!  Organize a couple people in your chapter to drive 
some students to the polls on election day.  Flyer your dormatories and cam-
pus cafeterias with information on where to meet up and what to bring to 
vote.  Afterward, have everyone meet in a room on campus to watch the elec-
tion results come in.  Order pizza and talk about why College Democrats is 
the organization to join.  This is a great way to help students who normally 
wouldn’t have been able to vote and promote recruitment for your chapter on 
campus.

MAKING VOTER REGISTRATION FUN

 Homework or Register to Vote?:  Get permission from your professors 
to pass out voter registration forms in class.  Collect them at the end and take 
them to your local Board of Elections.  Students would much rather spend 
class time registering to vote instead of doing work!

 Why Voting Is Important:  Take voter registration forms to your cam-
pus dorms and attach post it notes to each form with a reason why voting is 
important and information on how they can vote. Knock on doors and deliver 
them personally or slip them under doors.  Use facts and personal stories that 
students can relate to.  For example:

 Do you enjoy having access to Pell Grants and subsidized student loans?  Vote for
 leaders that support increasing our access to educational opportunities and
 increased funds for young people to go to college.

 I want to have access to affordable health care and a good economy when I
 graduate.  I’m voting for candidates that support increased access to affordable
 health care, creating jobs, and increasing incentives for businesses for economic

 development. 

 Add information on what to do next after you put your fact or story on 
the form.  For example: 

 Fill out this form, send it to this address (local Board of Elections office or you can
 direct students to drop them off with you), and then vote (here) on Election Day

 (date).

 Voter Reg Party:  Reserve a room at your student union or campus 
center, order a bunch of pizzas, make some elaborately decorated posters, 
and put on some music.  You can even decorate it with red, white, and blue 
streamers and balloons.  Make signs directly students to this room for free 
pizza!  When they get there, give them a voter registration form and a pen.  
It’s their ticket into the party!  Please make sure to review your state’s laws on 
voter registration and always make sure you’re in compliance.



THE POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA
ONLINE PROMOTION

 What is the one thing all students have in common?  Facebook.  Twitter.  
They all love social media!  It’s an integral part of our daily lives today.  We use 
our Facebook to upload pictures, let our friends know who we’re in a relation-
ship with, and update our statuses every 5 minutes.  Twitter is more challeng-
ing - and sometimes even cooler - because we have to keep it within 140 char-
acters.  How can you and your chapter use the things you use in your daily 
lives to promote the President’s agenda and the reelection campaign?  Easy.

 #GreaterTogether:  Whenever you are talking about the President and 
his agenda on Twitter, use the hashtag #GreaterTogether.  Post facts about 
the President and how he is working to improve the lives of students and 
young people.  By using this hashtag, you are connecting yourself with hun-
dreds of other young people across the country doing the same thing.  Some-
one can click on the hashtag and see all the great things students are posting 
to their followers about how the President is helping them.  Here are some 
examples: 

 Did you know @BarackObama helped make it possible for students to

 stay on their parents health insurance plans longer? #GreaterTogether
 

 We are lucky to have a President like @BarackObama that we can trust to stand up
 for students and fight for education. #GreaterTogether

 Did you know @BarackObama is bringing the troops home and finally ending the war
 in Iraq? #GreaterTogether

 The discriminatory policy “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” finally came to an end thanks to the
 leadership of @BarackObama. #GreaterTogether

 
 Facebook Events:  Whenever your chapter is planning an event or pro-
gram to promote the President’s agenda or American Jobs Act, make a Face-
book event!  This is an easy way to invite all your friends and give the infor-
mation about what you’re doing.  And even better - all your friends can invite 
their friends too!

 Donate Your Status!:  Every day, donate either your Facebook or Twitter 
status to encouraging your friends to get involved in the election or advocat-
ing for the American Jobs Act.  Post a link to the facts about the American 
Jobs Act in your status.  Post event information about a phone bank in your 
area where supporters are encouraging voters to support the President.  Post 
the reason you support President Barack Obama and why your friends should 
too!



MOVING FORWARD

 The Day of Action is only the start to an incredible year of advocacy for 
the President’s agenda -- and support for the President’s reelection in Novem-
ber! As students, we are in a unique position to organize young people, and 
the Get Out The YOUTH Vote!

 Here are just some suggestions you can do TODAY:

● Join CDA’s Dial4Dems program in November 2011! From Wisconsin to 
West Virginia, College Dems have made calls to support Democratic candi-
dates in state races all across the country. You can do the same this month! 
Sign up here: http://collegedems.com/dial4dems/.

● Work with CDA’s Caucuses to reach out to your friends and peers on 
campus in targeted constituency groups. Find out how to join calls with top 
leaders from Obama For America’s Operative Vote outreach program! Sign up 
here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?hl=en_US&formkey=dFl
mSlh5TUhOVjlLU09yUVBITWo0MHc6MQ#gid=0
● 
 Follow @collegedems and become a fan of CDA on Facebook! There’s 
no surer way to get rapid information on the President’s agenda, how he’s 
helping young people, and what you can do to get involved. And RT!

 Don’t ever shy away from hands-on volunteering--and always remember 
to have fun while doing it! Knock on doors in your community, register voters 
in your dorm, and call your friends and family to tell them why you want Con-
gress to #passthebill. President Obama has supported students throughout 
his presidency, and it’s our turn to return the favor. CDA is proud to work with 
the President, because we’re always #GreaterTogether.


