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Kelda Helen Roys is currently engaged in one of the most impor-
tant primary campaigns of the 2012 cycle. Wisconsin’s 2nd District, 
currently represented by Tammy Baldwin, has a special role to play 
in the national progressive movement. 

With a PVI of D+15, the winner of the August 14th primary will be 
the next Congresswoman from the 2nd District. In a district that 
historically supports women candidates, has female turnout that 
approaches 60% of the primary electorate, and with a field con-
taining 3 other men, Kelda is well positioned for success in August. 

This document will serve as your introduction to Kelda Helen Roys, 
her campaign, and the race ahead. We have included biographi-
cal information, a briefing on the campaign, and a selection of 
press releases and news articles covering the race. 

If you have any questions, I encourage you to contact Kelda di-
rectly at the campaign office at (608) 255-3532, or please call me 
on my cell phone at (603) 978-5775. 

From: Rick Coelho, Campaign Manager
To: Interested Parties
Re: Kelda for Congress & Wisconsin’s 2nd District



The 2nd is one of the most liberal, engaged, and educated Con-
gressional districts in the country. Incumbent Rep. Tammy Baldwin 
is running for US Senate, and the open seat creates a unique op-
portunity for the national progressive movement to elect a strong 
champion. With a Cook Partisan Voting Index of D+15, WI-02 is 
one of the safest Democratic seats in the country.

GEOGRAPHy
Post-redistricting, the 2nd consists of 6 counties in South-Central 
Wisconsin, including Sauk, Iowa, Lafayette, Green, Rock, and 
Dane. Major cities include Madison and Beloit. 

MEDIA
The 2nd District has one unified media market: the Madison mar-
ket, which is largely congruent with the district lines and has only 
two cable exchanges. Average cost per point is $66, and $60 per 
spot on cable.  This makes Wisconsin’s 2nd District one of the 
cheapest media markets in the country. 

ABOUT WISCONSIN’S 2ND DISTRICT



ABOUT KELDA HELEN ROYS
Kelda Helen Roys is a bold, energetic leader with a track record 
of being an effective fighter for Wisconsin’s progressive values. 
She’s also a lawyer, a pro-choice advocate, a non-profit executive, 
and the go-to expert on women’s health policy in the Assembly.

As one of the youngest members of the Wisconsin Assembly and 
the Democratic Caucus Chair, Kelda is a rising star in Wisconsin 
and national politics. She has earned a reputation for being an out-
spoken advocate, especially for the rights of women and girls. 

Now she’s running for Congress because it’s not enough to simply 
oppose bad right-wing policies – we need a strong, progressive 
leader who will fight passionately to create family-supporting jobs, 
ensure excellent schools and higher education, combat climate 
change, and achieve equality for all.  



Kelda Helen Roys is a State Representative currently serving her 
second term in the Wisconsin Assembly, where she represents 
Wisconsin’s diverse 81st Assembly District in Northwestern Dane 
County. An influential and effective lawmaker and campaigner, she 
was elected by her colleagues to be the Democratic Caucus Chair 
– a key leadership post – in only her second term.

Rep. Roys was one of the most vocal opponents of Gov. Scott 
Walker’s proposal to strip workers’ rights from public employees, 
and became a recognizable figure during the historic protests. As 
Caucus Chair, Rep. Roys helped lead the Assembly Democratic 
Caucus in their fight against Governor Walker and the Republi-
cans’ extreme agenda this session. 

“When the rights of women and girls are at-
tacked by right-wing extremists, I don’t hesitate - I 
speak out and fight back.”

Kelda Helen Roys

An expert in women’s health policy, Rep. Roys served as Vice-
Chair of the Committee on Health & Healthcare Reform, where 
she helped implement a dramatic expansion of Wisconsin’s Bad-
gerCare to the uninsured. Her record of legislative success also 
includes authoring legislation on reproductive rights, health care, 
consumer protection, children’s health, government accountability, 
workplace safety, economic justice, fiscal responsibility, election 
reform, and access to the courts, among other areas. 

Prior to being elected to office, Rep. Roys served four years as 
Executive Director of NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin, the politi-
cal leader of the state’s reproductive rights movement. Kelda 
developed the organization’s innovative and successful efforts to 
expand emergency contraception access through state and lo-
cal legislation, including Madison’s landmark emergency contra-
ception ordinance.  Under her leadership, Wisconsin passed the 
first pro-choice law in three decades, the Compassionate Care for 
Rape Victims Act, despite an anti-choice Assembly. 



Rep. Roys received her J.D. 
magna cum laude from the 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School, focusing on civil rights 
and international law.  Kelda 
practices law at Wheeler, Van 
Sickle & Anderson, S.C., a 
small local firm, where she 
works with individuals and 
small businesses. In law 
school, she worked for the 
prestigious Wisconsin Inno-
cence Project, helping to free 
innocent people from prison 
and pass legislative reforms to 
prevent wrongful convictions. 

Kelda graduated magna cum laude in three years from New 
York University with a B.A. in Politics, Drama, and Cultural Stud-
ies.  Kelda is an active community leader, having served on many 
boards, including the ACLU of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Women’s 
Council, Citizen Action of Wisconsin, Madison Repertory Theater, 
Public Interest Law Foundation, and the State Bar’s Legal Services 
Committee. 

Rep. Roys has deep family roots in South-central Wisconsin. The 
oldest of four daughters, Kelda attended public schools on Madi-
son’s North side.  Her mother, a social worker, and stepfather, an 
environmental lawyer, instilled in Kelda and her sisters a strong 
sense of social responsibility, a belief in equal opportunity, and 
a love for Wisconsin’s natural places.  Her father, a prosecutor, 
inspired her love of the law and her passion for fairness and jus-
tice.  Kelda’s partner and husband, Dan Reed, is a small business 
owner and strategy consultant.  They live in a 160-year old farm-
house with his two daughters, Erin (11) and Emily (8). 



KELDA’s Accomplishments
In over a decade of advocacy and service, Kelda has been a pas-
sionate, effective progressive leader. As a legislator, an attorney, 
and the head of a statewide pro-choice organization, Kelda has 
accomplished many significant gains for the progressive move-
ment in Wisconsin. Her record makes her significantly more expe-
rienced than Wisconsin’s own Les Aspin, Paul Ryan, and Ron Kind 
were when they were first elected to Congress at younger ages.

AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NARAL PRO-CHOICE WISCONSIN

Strengthened the Pro-Choice Movement in Wisconsin 
Responsible for designing and implementing significant 
organizational growth, Kelda built the organization from a 
small, struggling non-profit to one of the most important 
choice organizations in the state, with over 35,000 sup-
porters, and a dozen campus organizing programs.

Helped Pass Significant Pro-Choice Legislation
Secured key Republican support for the Compassionate 
Care for Rape Victims Act, and helped lead coalition that 
moved first pro-choice legislation in a generation despite 
Republican control.

Not only is she by far the strongest champion
for women in her race, her candidacy is of national 
importance to the reproductive rights movement.

Kate Michelman
President Emerita of NARAL Pro-Choice America



AS a representative in the wisconsin assembly

Took On the Chemical Industry and Won
Authored and led bipartisan passage of BPA-Free Kids 
Act. The bill banned Bisphenol-A, a neurotoxic endocrine 
disruptor, from children’s food and beverage containers.

Expanded Healthcare Access in Wisconsin
As Vice-Chair of the Committee on Health & Healthcare 
Reform, Kelda helped lead efforts to expand BadgerCare 
to 60,000 low-income Wisconsinites, and helped guide 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act in Wisconsin.

Supported Expanded Education Funding
Kelda authored an amendment to restore funding for four-
year-old kindergarten grants, which were eliminated in the 
Democratic 2009-10 budget. Kelda has consistently and 
vocally opposed budget cuts to schools, whether pushed 
by Democrats or Republicans.

Help Lead Fight Against Gov. Walker’s Agenda
Kelda was one of the few Democrats to vote against all as-
pects of Governor Walker’s corporate tax giveaways sold 
as a ‘jobs package,’ and as Caucus Chair she helped lead 
legislative floor fight against Walker’s assault on workers.

Led Fight Against Mining Expansion
Kelda was one of the state’s leading voices opposing 
dangerous deregulation of open-pit mining, and was the 
only Assembly member to vote against any form of mining 
deregulation. She filed open records requests to the Walk-
er Administration to reveal the corporate interests, and 
engaged her network of grassroots supporters to oppose 
the bill.



ABOUT KELDA’S campaign

MEDIA Joe Slade White and Ben Nuckels
of Joe Slade White & Company
They bring years of experience winning tough races with some of 
the best media craftsmanship in the business, providing the mes-
sage and strategic advice that have helped woman candidates 
make history.  Previous clients include Vice President Joe Biden, 
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn, Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm 
and Congresswoman Betty McCollum.

POLLING Mark Mellman and Nathan Henry
of The Mellman Group
In 2010, The Mellman Group was named, “Pollster of the Year” 
from the American Association of Political Consultants.  Previous 
clients include Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Senator Bar-
bara Boxer, Congresswoman Shelley Berkely,  Wisconsin Governor 
Jim Doyle, and Wisconsin Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson.

MAIL Steve Stenberg and Judith Wallner
of The Strategy Group
The Strategy Group has created the mail for Obama for America, 
Senator Amy Klobuchar and the Democratic Party of Wisconsin.

Meet the Team



ABOUT KELDA’S campaign

Kelda for Congress has been running a smart, aggressive cam-
paign that has managed to leverage significant “bang for the 
buck.” Our polling shows a clear path to victory, and we are in a 
strong position to win. 

COMMUNICATION

Where We Are

Corporate Money and Influence
Kelda has helped focus the race on the issue of how 
campaigns are funded. Kelda was the first candidate in 
the race to forego corporate PAC dollars, and her main op-
ponent Mark Pocan stands alone in taking corporate PAC 
dollars.

Mining and Environmental Leadership
Kelda helped drive coverage and give voice to the opposi-
tion to a disastrous open-pit mining deregulation bill.

War on  Women
Kelda has been the leading voice in this race in highlight-
ing and fighting back against the right-wing assault on 
women.

When I asked Roys whether she was 
intimidated by the prospect of being 
one of the youngest members 
of Congress, she told me with no 
hesitation that she wasn’t, but that her 
future colleagues should be.

Badass.
Jezebel, May 30 2012

Ad On Television
Kelda for Congress was the 
first campaign in the 2nd Dis-
trict to go on the air, and the 
first campaign in the country 
to do paid media featuring the 
Rush Limbaugh, Foster Friess, 
and Mitt Romney anti-woman 
clips.



Fundraising
The campaign has raised over $265,000 from 1,467 do-
nors as of 2012 Q1, and currently has several weeks of 
television in the bank. 98% of our funds come from indi-
viduals, giving us unmatched re-solicitation potential. 

Our fundraising program has delivered significant and 
consistent growth in every quarter. In the first quarter of 
2012, Kelda for Congress added 650 new donors, and 
raised 40% more compared to the fourth quarter of 2011. 

The campaign held 27 fundraising events in Q1 alone, and 
has engaged dozens of supporters to fundraise for Kelda 
from their personal networks.

Kelda for Congress has a robust online fundraising pro-
gram, leveraging our large email, Facebook, and Twitter 
followers into donors.

Field & politics
After placing Kelda “On The List” in the first few days 
of her campaign, EMILY’s List has moved Kelda to “Full 
Endorsement” status.  This endorsement brings enhanced 
access to significant financial resources, and Kelda will be 
featured in the July fundraising mailing.

Kelda is endorsed by Kate Michelman, President Emerita 
of NARAL Pro-Choice America.

Kelda has received personal endorsements from five out 
of the six County Democratic Party Chairs in the 2nd CD, 
and hundreds of elected officials and community leaders.

Social Media
Kelda for Congress has a strategic advantage in the reach 
of our social media networks, speaking to more individuals 
than the rest of our opponents combined. The campaign 
has successfully employed cutting edge strategies to turn 
social network followers into volunteers and donors.



IN THE PRESS

Emily’s list uPGRADES ROYS TO FULL ENDORSEMENT
“I am extremely grateful for the confidence that EMILY’s List has 
in me and my ability to win this race. ... This endorsement not only 
reflects their belief that I’m the leader best able to stand up to Tea 
Party Republicans and their relentless assault on women. It also 
means we have built a campaign organization that can and will win 
in August and November.”

REP. ROYS ON MARRIAGE EQUALITY
“Marriage equality, and broader justice for LGBTQ people, is the 
civil rights issue of our time.”

Roys Challenges grothman to Debate
“Women and men across the country are appalled and outraged 
by the Republican war on women and their efforts to turn back the 
clock. Senator Grothman’s outlandish views make clear that he is 
out of touch with the lives and needs of women and our families. 
We will not let his retrograde comments go unanswered.”

Kelda’s Press Releases

ROYS calls on Romney to Denounce Walker
“In recent weeks, Mitt Romney traveled across Wisconsin, hailing 
Gov. Scott Walker as a ‘hero’ and a ‘man of courage.’ With Gov. 
Walker’s recent action to sign in secret [the repeal of the Equal 
Pay Act,] it is time for Mitt Romney to make it clear whether he still 
stands with Walker, or does he stand with women?”



Roys on House passage of Ryan’s Budget
“Ryan’s budget represents an unprecedented assault on the most 
vulnerable Americans. From ending Medicare as we know it, to 
gutting the protections offered by the Affordable Care Act, to sig-
nificant cuts in food stamps and other vital assistance for working 
families, the House Republicans message to the American people 
is, ‘You’re on your own.’

“We cannot let the Tea Party set the terms of debate in this country. 
When I got to Washington, I’ll fight back with a positive, progres-
sive vision to move our country forward.”

Roys on Obama’s Keystone Announcement
“I am saddened to hear that President Obama has taken any steps 
that would aid the construction of the disastrous Keystone XL pipe-
line project. The further exploitation of dirty tar sands in Canada 
will have no impact on the price Americans pay at the gas pump, 
but it will create a climate time bomb, and will endanger precious 
farmlands and ocean water resources across the U.S.

“I hope that President Obama returns his focus to more environ-
mentally friendly energy policies that would remove the massive 
subsidies for Big Oil, and use those savings to fund investments 
in increased energy efficiency, a modern electricity transmission 
network, and the development of renewable, carbon-neutral, sus-
tainable energy sources.”



Coverage of Kelda
IN THE PRESS

PoLITICO Wis. Dem runs against Mitt, Rush, Friess
by Alexander Burns, on Kelda’s TV ad
“It features clips of Rush Limbaugh’s slam against Sandra Fluke, 
Santorum donor Foster Friess’s infamous ‘aspirin’ comments and 
Mitt Romney’s pledge to ‘get rid of’ funding for Planned Parent-
hood. As far as I’m aware, it’s the first time those TV-ready clips 
have been deployed in paid media this cycle.

“It’s an early example of a down-ballot candidate taking advantage 
of the ongoing GOP primary drama and deploying the national 
Democrats’ ‘war on women’ message out in the states.”



Huffington Post Glenn Grothman Turns Down 
Women’s Issues Debate by Amanda Turkel
“On Monday, State Rep. Kelda Helen Roys (D-Madison) chal-
lenged Grothman to a debate on women’s rights, saying in a state-
ment that his ‘outlandish views make clear that he is out of touch 
with the lives and needs of women and our families.’”

Jezebel Anti-Woman Politician Refuses to Debate 
Congresswoman Because She’ll Make Him Say Dumb 
Things by Erin Gloria Ryan
“Roys says she wasn’t surprised by the rejection, but that doesn’t 
mean she wasn’t disappointed. She admitted that a debate with 
him wouldn’t have convinced either side of the other’s views, but 
hoped for the opportunity to hold him immediately accountable for 
his terribly gross mindset. 

“Roys, meanwhile, has bigger and better things to worry about 
than Grothman’s nutbaggery; she’s running for Congress. If elect-
ed, she’d be the youngest woman in the US legislature, and she 
hopes other women under 35 will follow suit or risk continuing to be 
‘short changed.’ ‘Old men are making the decisions and it’s not to 
our benefit,’ she explains.

“I asked her if she’s intimidated by the prospect of being the 
youngest Democrat in the US House of Representatives by a good 
decade. Without hesitation, she responded, ‘No. They should be, 
though.’”



Kelda for Congress
122 State Street, Suite 201
Madison, WI 53703
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