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WISCONSIN’S STATE MOTTO IS “FORWARD.”

To move forward, we must create family-supporting jobs 
and develop a 21st century economy, invest in our children 
and public education, ensure that everyone has access 
to quality, affordable health care, conserve our natural 
resources, and defend and enhance our civil rights.   Not 
only are these the fundamental values that we as Demo-
crats hold dear, but they are proven, progressive values 
that have enabled Wisconsin to thrive and move “Forward” 
throughout our proud history.

Yet these are the very Wisconsin values that have been 
under attack since Scott Walker and the Tea Party took over 
our state in 2010.  Under their direction, Wisconsin has be-
come a petri dish for right-wing extremism with little thought 
to the long-term consequences for our state.  In an effort to 
line their campaign war chests, they have sold off our most 
treasured assets, from our environment to public education, 
to the highest bidder.   These regressive actions are not the 
Wisconsin way. 

That is why we at the Assembly Democratic Campaign 
Committee (ADCC) have been working full-time on our 2014 
election plan to shift the power and the policies so we can 
restore Wisconsin to our “Forward” tradition. 

We can’t change our state until we change the State As-
sembly.  And with your help, we will.  

WE CAN’T TAKE BACK

OUR STATE
UNTIL WE TAKE BACK THE
STATE ASSEMBLY

WHAT IS THE ASSEMBLY DEMOCRATIC
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE (ADCC) AND
WHY IS IT ESSENTIAL TO DEMOCRATIC
VICTORIES IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY?

The ADCC is the campaign entity headed by Assembly 
Democratic leaders committed to electing more Democrats 
to the state Assembly.  With a full-time, professional cam-
paign staff, the ADCC recruits candidates and provides 
Assembly Democratic incumbents and candidates with the 
campaign infrastructure and necessary tools to be success-
ful in localized, strategic ways.  This includes mentoring by 
incumbent members, staffing, messaging, voter contact, 
targeting, and fundraising.  The ADCC works tirelessly in 
the off-year and during the election year to maximize and 
capitalize on opportunities to pick up Democratic seats in 
the state Assembly. 



CONCENTRATING EFFORTS IN
COMPETITIVE AREAS

The Assembly Democrats’ focus is in areas where we have, 
can and should win over the next two election cycles.  We 
have 12 tier-one target seats, including eight seats where 
President Obama and/or Senator Tammy Baldwin won in 
2012.  These seats are mostly clustered in areas with solid 
Democratic performance numbers and provide the best op-
portunities for pick ups.  Specifically, seats in Southwestern 
Wisconsin (including the Dodgeville area), Western Wis-
consin (around the Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls areas) 
and Central Wisconsin (Wisconsin Rapids) are ripe for 
Democratic wins. These areas have swung back and forth 
between Democratic and Republican representation, or 
have been narrowly won by conservatives.  With a focused 
push and a concentration of resources, these districts will 
be held by Democrats again.

EARLY, STRATEGIC CANDIDATE
RECRUITMENT AND CAMPAIGNING

We are analyzing data and demographic information to 
recruit the best candidates in each of our targeted dis-
tricts.  We started by engaging people on the ground who 
know their communities best.  Through localized community 
outreach, research, and focusing our resources, we are 
recruiting the candidates in our targeted areas who best 
match their districts and have the best chance of winning.  
Assembly Democratic candidates will be on a campaign 
program in the off election year, laying the foundation for a 
full-blown, realistic and aggressive electoral program dur-
ing the election year.

PROFESSIONAL, YEAR-ROUND
STAFF SUPPORT

We know that strategic preparation in the off-election year 
sets the stage for what we are able to accomplish during 
the election year.  Given how important that foundation is to 
our ultimate success, we have full-time, professional staff 
crafting and implementing our electoral and fundraising 
plans now.  With a focus on raising resources, early candi-
date recruitment, and infrastructure development, we will 
enter 2014 with top-tier candidates who will have the nec-
essary finances and staff structure to run the voter contact 
programs we know will maximize our chances of success.

OUR PLAN FOR
S U C C E S S
A TARGETED, STRATEGIC
APPROACH TO VICTORY



Each one of us has a role to play in creating a state in which 
we can again be proud.  Our best chance to electorally 
push back against Scott Walker and legislative Republicans 
is within our grasp and starts at the local level, in the State 
Assembly. The Assembly Democrats have a focused, at-
tainable strategic plan that will narrow the gap in power and 
slow down the avalanche of policies that benefit out of state 
donors, but few Wisconsinites.

But we cannot do it alone.  Our road to victory runs through 
your backyard, into your neighborhood and down your 
street.  Please support our efforts today, so that tomorrow 
we can truly move our state “Forward”.   

THE ASSEMBLY DEMOCRATS’
ROAD TO VICTORY
RUNS THROUGH 
YOUR BACKYARD

UNMATCHED VOTER CONTACT PROGRAM

Poll after poll shows that Wisconsin voters share our Demo-
cratic values.  Given the out-of-touch approach we have 
seen from Scott Walker and the rest of the Tea Party ex-
tremists, we will have many opportunities to demonstrate 
to voters that our current government sacrifices their inter-
ests to big corporations and fat cat millionaires.  Through a 
multi-layered, personal approach, we will connect with vot-
ers early and often using the latest technology and micro-
targeting.  We will inform, persuade and ultimately motivate 
voters to turn out and cast their vote for their own interests 
and values, rather than the special interests given free reign 
by the current majority. 

REALISTIC, ATTAINABLE GOALS TO
GAIN DEMOCRATIC SEATS

Given Republican gerrymandering of legislative districts, 
we know that growing our numbers in the State Assembly 
will be a multi-cycle effort.  The Assembly Democrats’ 2014 
goal of expanding our numbers will lay the foundation for 
the 2016 presidential year, where we will build on our suc-
cess by acquiring additional seats.  We have a common-
sense, methodical approach that focuses on Democratic 
and competitive areas where we can win.   



Representative
PETER BARCA

Elected Office
Peter was elected State Representative of the 64th As-
sembly District in 1985 and served until 1993 when he was 
elected as a Member of Congress. After nearly five years in 
the Clinton Administration and ten years in the private sec-
tor, he was reelected to public office in 2008 and has since 
served as Majority Caucus Chairman and Minority Leader.

Personal Background

Assembly District 64
(Kenosha Area)

Assembly Democratic Leader

Representative Barca began his career as the Director of 
the Friendship Camp, a camp for children with disabilities; 
he later served as a teacher, and then as a team leader for 
students with special needs.  Healso worked as an employ-
ment coordinator.  Additionally, he was a business owner 
and President of Aurora Associates International, an inter-
national project management company.  Peter received his 
B.S. Degree from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and a Master’s in Public Administration and Educational Ad-
ministration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and 
attended graduated school at Harvard University.

Organizational Involvement
Peter has been very involved in a wide variety of non-profit 
boards and commissions, including Kenosha Family and 
Aging Services Inc., the Girl Scouts Nominating Committee, 
the Foundation Board for UW-Parkside, KenRail, the United 
Way, and the Wisconsin Youth Challenge Academy. He 
also chaired a feasibility committee that led to the creation 
of the Boys and Girls Club of Kenosha. Peter is an active 
member of St. Peter Parish and has coached and managed 
many youth athletic teams, including baseball, soccer, and 
basketball.

Assembly
Democrat

LEADERSHIP
TEAM:



Representative
SANDY PASCH

Elected Office
Sandy was elected to the State Assembly in 2009 and 
represents the 10th Assembly District, which includes 
Milwaukee’s North Side and the Village of Shorewood.  She 
became the Assistant Democratic Leader in 2012.

Personal Background

Assembly District 10
(Milwaukee Area)

Assembly Democratic
Assistant Leader

Sandy is a Milwaukee native, graduate of Bay View High 
School, and resident of the area since 1986. She holds an 
undergraduate degree in nursing from the University of Wis-
consin – Madison and master’s degrees in nursing from the 
University of Rochester and bioethics from the Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin. She has been a practicing nurse since 
1976 and has served for 15 years as Assistant Professor of 
Nursing at Columbia College of Nursing, instructing stu-
dents in the fields of mental health, community health, and 
ethics. During her two terms as a State Representative, she 
has focused on strengthening education, improving health 
care, and creating family-sustaining jobs. 

Organizational Involvement
Sandy has long been a proponent for treating mental health 
issues. She coordinated Milwaukee’s Crisis Intervention 
Team and was the founder of the Crisis Intervention Partner 
program. She also served four terms as president of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness of Greater Milwaukee, a 
non-profit advocacy organization dedicated to improving 
the lives of people with mental illness.

Among other committees and boards, Sandy serves on the 
National Conference of State Legislatures’ Health Commit-
tee, Midwest Council of State Governments’ Health and 
Human Services Committee, State Council on Alcohol and 
Other Drug Abuse, and Wisconsin Women’s Council.

Representative
STEVE DOYLE

Elected Office
Steve Doyle was first elected to the Assembly in 2011, 
representing the 94th Assembly District. His district covers 
La Crosse County, including the communities of Onalaska, 
Holmen, West Salem, Bangor and Rockland.

Personal Background

Assembly District 94
(La Crosse County Area)

Assembly Democratic
Campaign Committee Co-Chair

Steve has been a resident of La Crosse County for his entire 
life, a product of its local school system and public univer-
sity. He learned the value of hard work and financial re-
sponsibility at a young age from his parents, Pat and Elaine, 
who worked hard while raising six children. After graduat-
ing from Law School in 1986, at age 28, Steve was elected 
to the La Crosse County Board, becoming the youngest 
member at the time.  During his twenty-five years as board 
member, holding the County Board Chairman position from 
2002 until his election to the State Assembly.

Organizational Involvement
As well as serving on the County Board, Steve is also a 
small business owner, educator, and published author. He 
and his wife, Gloria, partnered in 1988 to create a success-
ful law firm in La Crosse while also starting a family.  Steve 
began his teaching career in the Department of Political 
Science teaching State and Local Government, as well as 
the American Legal System. Steve believes that education 
is a critical investment for the future.



Representative
CHRIS TAYLOR

Elected Office
Chris Taylor was elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly 
on August 9, 2011 and has since served the 76th Assembly 
District, which includes the Madison Isthmus community 
and parts of UW-Madison.

Personal Background

Assembly District 76
(Madison Area)

Assembly Democratic
Campaign Committee Co-Chair

Chris graduated Cum Laude from the University of Pennsyl-
vania in 1990 and went on to attend the University of Wis-
consin Law School, where she received her J.D. in 1995.   
She practiced law for many years before becoming the 
Public Policy Director for Planned Parenthood of Wiscon-
sin.  During her 8-year tenure at Planned Parenthood, she 
helped advocate and successfully advance more proactive 
reproductive health policies than had been passed in the 
entire history of the state. Chris also ran Planned Parent-
hood’s political program and helped to elect dozens of 
progressive candidates throughout the state.
 
Chris is also a mother to two bright young boys, Sam and 
Ben.  She and her husband, Jim, have lived with their sons 
on Madison’s east side for nearly a decade.

Organizational Involvement
Chris has a long history of volunteering both internationally 
and domestically for human rights causes, including for re-
productive health groups like Planned Parenthood, the local 
rape crisis center, and even in northern Ireland.
 
Chris has also been on the State Bar’s Public Interest Law 
Section, leading their legislative subcommittee, Secretary 
for the Legal Association for Women, a member of the 
League of Conservation Voters, the Sierra Club, NARAL-
Pro-Choice Wisconsin and the Democratic Party of
Wisconsin.

TOP
Assembly

Democrat
PROTECTS:



Representative
STEPHEN SMITH

Elected Office
Rep. Stephen Smith was elected to the State Assembly in 
2012.  The 75th Assembly District currently includes the 
Rice Lake, Shell Lake, Cumberland, and Barron communi-
ties.

Personal Background

Assembly District 75
(Rice Lake Area)

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1951, Stephen is married 
with 3 children. He is a 1969 graduate of St. John’s Prepara-
tory High School in Collegeville, MN, and he went on to earn 
an Accounting degree from UW-Superior in 1973. He now 
serves as a full-time legislator and owns Rainbow Home 
Center, a small business in Rice Lake. He is also a former 
accountant and owner of a school bus company.

Organizational Involvement
Stephen has a long history of volunteering his time to many 
community organizations, including the Shell Lake Lions 
Club, the Elks Lodge 1441 and the Knights of Columbus 
Council 2137. He is a former member of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Rice Lake Board, in which he was a founding mem-
ber. He is currently a member of the Shell Lake Zoning 
Board of Appeals. He has been a member of the Rice Lake 
Airport Commission from 2001-2006, the Rice Lake Zoning 
Board of Appeals from 2002-2006, and was on the Barron 
County Board of Supervisors from 1986 to 1988.

Representative
AMY SUE VRUWINK

Elected Office
Amy Sue first ran for the Legislature in 2000, and was 
elected to the seat in 2002. The 70th Assembly District now 
encompasses parts of Wood, Portage, Monroe and Jackson 
counties.

Personal Background

Assembly District 70
(Central Wisconisn Area)

Amy Sue Vruwink comes from the heart of Wisconsin, and 
embodies the character of her district.  Born and raised on 
a family farm in the rural community of Milladore, Amy Sue 
grew up surrounded by the very constituents she currently 
represents.  After graduating from Auburndale High School, 
Amy Sue attended Marian College in Fond du Lac, the site 
where her intense community involvement and civic partici-
pation would begin.

Organizational Involvement
Though heavily involved with her governmental responsibili-
ties, Amy Sue retains membership in the Farm Bureau, the 
Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce, the Central Wis-
consin Fair Association, the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging 
Groups, the “New Visions” Marshfield Arts Foundation, the 
Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association, and the National Rifle 
Association.



Representative
MANDY WRIGHT

Elected Office
Mandy was first elected to the State Assembly in 2012. She 
represents the City of Wausau as well as Marathon County 
and the Schofield, Rothschild, Easton, Ringle, Hatley and 
Elderon communities.

Personal Background

Assembly District 85
(Wausau Area)

Mandy earned her Master’s in Education from Viterbo Uni-
versity. She obtained her Bachelor’s Degrees in English and 
Norwegian from St. Olaf College and received her Teacher 
Certification from Concordia University. She is a graduate of 
Wausau East High School.

Organizational Involvement
Mandy has donated her time and efforts to a wide variety 
of organizations.  She once volunteered at an Indonesian 
orphanage and taught English at Satya Wacana Christian 
University. She currently serves as a Family Leader for Safe 
School Ambassadors, a Co-Facilitator for Middle Wisconsin, 
a youth soccer coach, and an After School Coordinator at 
Jefferson Elementary.  Mandy is a member of the Wisconsin 
Farmers Union, the Wisconsin Education Association Coun-
cil, and the League of Conservation Voters.


